Final year project proposal outline
A blank structure for planning your own proposal
Blank planning aid · Replace prompts with your own verified project decisions
Use this outline to connect the problem, research questions, evidence and method. It is a planning aid, not a universal chapter template. Check your department’s required headings, order, word limits, citation style and approval process before drafting.
Project details
Working title
 
Department, programme and supervisor (if known)
 
Introduction and problem
Background: what is known and what context matters?
 
 
 
Problem statement: what specific issue remains, for whom or where, and what evidence supports it?
 
 
 
Purpose and value: why should this study be done? Avoid claims you cannot support.
 
 
Scope, key terms and boundaries
 
 
Questions and objectives
Main research question
 
 
Specific questions or hypotheses, if appropriate
 
 
 
Objectives: use observable actions that answer the question
 
 
 
Alignment check: each objective should have evidence and an analysis step later in the proposal.
Literature and framework
Themes and debates from verified sources
 
 
 
What the studies agree on, contest or leave unresolved
 
 
 
Relevant theory, model or concepts and why they fit
 
 
Method and feasibility
Design and reason it fits the research question
 
 
Setting, cases, participants, materials or data source
 
 
Sampling or selection approach and inclusion criteria
 
 
Data collection steps or technical build procedure
 
 
 
Analysis or evaluation steps; connect each to an objective
 
 
 
Ethics, permissions, consent and data protection to confirm
 
 
Work plan and resources
	Task or milestone
	Target date
	Dependency or resource

	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 


Likely constraints and how the scope can adapt
 
 
References to verify
List only sources you have checked. Follow the style required by your department and verify names, dates, titles and publication details against the source record.
Reference list
 
 
 
 
 

